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sighted enough to propose that France force Hitler to reverse
himself and that she require Britain to support her* The whole
idea was antipathetic to the British people and to the personi-
fication of their current ideas, Mr. Stanley Baldwin, M.
Flandin at that time was known generally as "London's man."
He joined the defeatists. His weakness and his subservience to
London went so far that when he crossed the Channel a few
days later he not merely made no attempt to win Britain to a
strong course against Germany; he failed even to secure as quid
pro quo that Britain should formally guarantee aid to France
in case the acceptance of Germany's aggression on this occasion
led Hitler to new aggressions in the future. It was a fatal mo-
ment in the post-war history of France* As Andr6 Siegfried
remarked a few months later in a private conversation: "On
March 7, 1936, we lost the next war."
A third example. At 2:15 A.M* on September 21, 1938, on
the instructions of MM* Daladier and Bonnet, the French
Minister in Prague presented President BeneS of Czecho-
slovakia with what was virtually an ultimatum. He must
agree to a certain Anglo-French plan for the settlement of the
Sudeten question or be prepared to stand up to Hitler alone.
He had no choice but to accept. The excuse France gave
for treating her ally in this way was that Britain refused to
promise support for France if France in turn supported Czecho-
slovakia and if war with Germany ensued* But even Mr.
Chamberlain was disconcerted when he found that Hitler, sens-
ing the weakness and timidity of the British and French Gov-
ernments, promptly raised his ante* By September 26 London's